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Abstract

Under the general regional development policy of the country, one of the main
indicators of economic progress is tourism industry. It is necessary to investigate its urban
development through city planning methods.

Subject of research: The subject area is the Tourism and recreation cluster of
Samtskhe-Javakheti region, its composition and main directions of the development; city-
forming factors of resorts / resort places of the Samtskhe-Javakheti region, its peculiarities
and perspectives.

The objectives and tasks of the research: The main objective of the research is to
develop the planning techniques, mechanisms, and solutions, using urban research tools
in the Samtskhe-Javakheti, which will ensure sustainable development of the region. To
achieve this objective, the following tasks have to be solved:

e Definition of Tourism and recreation cluster in Samtskhe-Javakheti region through
cluster analysis;

e Determining the main principles and directions of the development using modern
Spatial-territorial planning methods for structural units of resettlement (region,
municipalities and settlements) like a "Vision", Multifactorial analysis (SWOT) for
the entire region as well for the three known resorts and resort areas with unused
potential;

e Introduction and implementation of the development indicators for above
mentioned objects;

¢ Analysis of Geoinformatical layers, statistical data, road transport system;



e Investigate the impact of the road-communications system on the development of
tourism and recreation cluster;

e Research the priority of health care tourism and ecotourism in the context of
tourism diversification;

e Research on the role of cultural heritage in tourism development, including the
engineering art;

e Investigate the development possibilities for resort places with unused potential;

e Considering general ecological problems and natural disaster risks as hazardous
factors for tourism and population; Suggest planning approaches to mitigate these
problems;

e Presentation the development concept for elements of the regional resettlement
subsystem.

¢ Rebranding of leading resort settlements and branding of prospective resort places
for attracting investments necessary for their infrastructural development;

Theoretical, methodological and legal issues are based on the legislative and normative
basis, literary sources, current and implemented projects, analysis of international surveys
with respect to the goals and objectives of the project.

Research Methods: Research is based on spatial-territorial planning tools. The main
complex approach is cluster analysis, comparative research, critical analysis. Spatial
planning tools are used: "Vision", multifactorial analysis (SWOT), urban indicators
system; Methods of social analysis: questionnaires, in-depth interviews, involved
observation; Qualitative and quantitative research, multilateral analysis through
geoinformation systems.

The main directions of the research were specified by field expeditions, in particular
two groups of settlements were selected:

e Well-known settlements with resort status - Borjomi, Akhaltsikhe, Abastumani;

e Resorts and resort places, settlements/territories with underused resort potential:

Tsikhisjvari, Gurkeli, Gujareti Valley.

Interviews and surveys proved that between different directions of tourism the most
effective for the strategic development of the region and the country is the development
of health care, recreational and ecotourism.

Scientific novelty of research results: The work provides innovative approaches of
urban research, modern trends and methods for Spatial-territorial planning. The study
also uses traditional approaches, such as the literature survey, comparative and critical
analysis. The work is characterized by a complex approach called "holism".

It is noteworthy that the tourism and recreation cluster in Samtskhe-Javakheti exists
for a long time, but this fact is not defined and determined. Using cluster research the
innovative definition of urban planning development vectors is possible.

It is traditionally known that tourism and recreation are of great importance for the
development of the resorts, but only supporting separate fields is not effective, and the
multifunctional research of the whole complex is necessary, which can be achieved
definitely using the cluster analysis.

The thesis consists of the introduction, three chapters, conclusions and
recommendations.



In the first chapter are presented: the definition of the clusters generally, as well as

the tourism and recreational cluster and its subjects; the literature review, legislative base
and theoretical basis for research.
The second chapter is a methodology part, there the scope of the modern methods of

spatial-territorial planning is shown, taking into consideration the specificity of

Samtskhe-Javakheti tourism and recreation cluster.
The third chapter is a part of the investigation results and discussion, in which the
main development directions of the tourism and recreation cluster have been considered:

Promoting the principles of sustainable architecture in three most famous resort
settlements in Samtskhe-Javakheti: Akhaltsikhe, Borjomi, Abastumani and
branding of these resorts;

Research on the impact of communications on the development of settlements and
improvement of the regional communication system;

Research of the preconditions for the rehabilitation of health care field and
balneology; Search for the ways of establishing affordable balneology treatments;
Development of appropriate social standards;

Consideration of the cultural heritage monuments of the region, including
engineering art monuments related to the development of tourism and recreation
cluster;

Planning of environmental activities and urban planning approaches to reduce
natural disasters, including floods, forest fires and seismic risks;

Concept for the sustainable development of regional tourism and recreation
cluster.

The conclusion and recommendations of the Dissertation thesis were developed in

accordance with the main directions of the work:

1.

Promote branding of leading settlements for the three resort settlements
determining the potential of the region — Borjomi, Akhaltsikhe and Abastumani;
Strengthening the road transport system; Specification of the “Spatial
arrangement” of the country, presented in the four-point plan of the
Governmental Program "Freedom, Fast Development, Prosperity 2016-2020" for
Samtskhe-Javakheti region;

Strengthening the existing potential in the well-known resort settlements for the
development of spa, health care and recreational tourism; As well as the
development of underused potential in less-known resorts and resort places;
Identify and strengthen the role of cultural heritage monuments, particularly the
role of the engineering heritage in urban tourism;

Development of transmunicipal tourist-adventure routes; Establishment of new,
mixed status protected areas for eco-tourism development, taking into
consideration economic and environmental benefits;

Use of historical and tourism-adventure trails for the establishment of new
clusters for recreational tourism, as well as safety roads in case of emergencies;
Enhance the surrounding and internal green spaces of the resorts; Transforming
“brownfields” into green public spaces; Designing terraced green areas to protect
the windshield / and slope erosion.



In the frames of this research, the basis documentation should be created for the
general strategy of spatial-territorial development of Samtskhe-Javakheti region. The
research approach implemented for Samtskhe-Javakheti can be applied to other resorts of
Georgia as well.

The usage of Spatial-territorial planning approaches and tools, determining interesting
directions for effective strategies for strategic development plan and investment for the
development of well-known and lesser known resorts and resort places of the region, will
bring benefits to the mentioned region and to the whole country.



